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operating the local device as a client device to said remote device if said remote 
device has a hidher priority than said local device^, 

\ 

2. (Amfended) The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said providing 




configuration servicjes comprises 



determining 
assigning a 
assigning a 
correlating 



a first network address; 
s econd network address; 
network name; 

aid first network address, said second network address, and said 
netvtark name; and 

recording ss id correlated first network address, said correlated second network 
addr iss and said correlated network name in a table. 



3. (As Filed) The method defined in clairfl 2, wherein said first network 
address comprises a media access control (MAC) address. 

4. (As Filed) The method defined in claim 2, wherein said second network 
address comprises an Internet Protocol flP) address. 

5 . (As Filed) The m^Uiod defined in claim 2, wherein assigning said 
network name comprises: 

detecting a networi^name conflict; 
resolving said network name conflict; and 
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recording a code in said table to^dicate said network name conflict. 




6. (Amended) Th^method defined in claim 2, wherein said network name is 
suggested by said local device. 



4 



7. (Twice 



Oj-* predetermined perioc 



Amended) The method defined in claim 1, wherein said 
of time is varied. 



12. (Three Times Amended) A method comprising: 
^ 'h I assigning an add ress to a local device on said network; 
assigning a netw ork name to said local device; 
supplying user a ad group information across said network; and 
determining sen ice capability of said local device including whether said local 
device is capable of providing configuration services to one or more remote devices of 
said network; 

providing confij juration services to one or more devices of said network if 
configuration services £ re not provided by a network device having a higher priority than 
said local device; and 

operating as a c ient device to receive configuration services from a remote device 
if said remote device h^ a higher priority than said local device. 



1 3 . (Amended) The metjrtid defined in claim 12, wherein supplying user and 
group information comprises: 



Application No. 09/191,277 
Atty. Docket No. 07445 1.P093 



Examiner Philip B. Tran 
Art Unit 2155 



Received from < 503 684 3245 > at 9/5/02 1 :47:1 1 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



09/.05/2002 10:44 FAX 503 684 



BSTZ - LAKE OSWEGO 



@007 



detecting when said local device is connected to said network; 

sending a first user and group list to said local ^fevice in response to said local 
device connecting to said network; 

said local device comparing said first user/and group list with a second user and 
group list resident on said local device; and 

said local device determining whethej/said first user and group list or said second 
user and group list is more recent; 

receiving a more recent user and/group list from said local device; 

updating said user and group ^formation to reflect said more recent user and 
group list; and 

propagating said updated jhser and group information throughout said network. 

14. (As Filed) TKe method defined in claim 13, wherein a time-stamp is used 
to determine whether saidyfirst user and group list or said second user and group list is 
more recent 

15. (As Ffled) The method defined in claim 13, wherein updating said user 
and group infoima/on comprises recording said more recent user and group list in clear 
text. 

16. /(As Filed) The method defined in claim 15, wherein updating said user 
and group uflbrmation comprises encrypting said user and group information prior to 
transmission across said network. 
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1 7. (As Filed) The method defined in claim 12, further comprising: 

correlating said network address and said network name; and 

storing said correlated network address and/said correlated network name in a 



table. 



1 8. (Amended) The method defirfed claim 12, wherein said network name is 
suggested by said local device. 

1 9. (As Filed) The method defined in claim 12, wherein HyperText Transfer 
Protocol (HTTP) is used to exchange information. 

20. (As Filed) Th/method defined in claim 12, wherein Service Location 
Protocol (SLP) is used to ex6hange information. 




21. (Twice 
a first device <foi 
requesft 

f receive 
network; 

providje 
not received from 



Amended) A network comprising; 
upled to said network, said first device configured to 
a first network address; 

a first network address from a second device coupled to said 



a network configuration services if said first network address is 
said second device; 
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detennine its priority level on said network if said first network address is 
received from paid second device; 

said network configuration services if said priority level is higher 
iority level of said second device; and 
operate is a client device to receive configuration services from said 
remote device iflsaid remote device has a higher priority than saiddgyica. 



provide 
than a second p] 




22. (As Filed) The network defined in cl^na 21, wherein said first device is a 
networked office appliance. 

23. (As Filed) The network defied in claim 21, wherein the first device is 
further configured to automatically: 

assign a second network addrepfe; 
assign a network name; 

correlate said second network address with said network name; and 
record said correlated Second network address and said correlated network name 
in a tahle. 

24. (AsFil^d) The network defined in claim 23, wherein said tahle further 
comprises: 

a Media Afccess Control (MAC) address; and 
a code tp indicate a conflict with said network name. 
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25 . (As Filed) The network deified in claim 23, wherein said first and second 
network addresses comprise Inteme^Srotocol (IP) addresses. 




network; 

provide 



26. (Twice, Amended) A network comprising: 
a first device configured to 

assign ah address to a second device on said network; 
assign a network name to said second device on said network; 
supply iiber and group information across said network; and 
determin ? service capability of said second device on said network, 
wherein if said £ rst device is capable of providing configuration services to said 



canfiguration services to one or more devices of said network if 



configuration services are not provided by a network device having a higher 
priority than said device; and 

operate a; a client device to receive configuration services from said 
remote device if ;aid remote device has a higher priority than said device. 



27. (As Filed) The network Refined in claim 26, wherein said user and group 
information comprises: 
a list comprising 

a user name:/ 

a password; 
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a group name having ajtfecond list of members allowed access to said 

group; 
a time stamp; a6d 
a charactep'encoding code. 

28. (A^Tiled) The network defined in claim 27, wherein said password is 
recorded in clear text. 



Please add the following new claims: 



(New) 



(\n apparatus comprising: 
means for requesting, with a local device, configuration services from a remote 
device coupled to the retwork in response to connecting the local device to the network; 

means for prov ding configuration services to one or more remote devices of said 
network if the responst i to said configuration information request is not received by the 
local device from said remote device within a predetermined period of time; 

means for providing configuration services to one or more remote devices of said 
network if said local device has a higher priority than said remote device; and 

means for ope ating the local device as a client device to said remote device if 
said remote device has a higher priority than said local device. 



(New 
providing configura 



The apparatus defined in claim wherein said means for 
ion services comprises: 
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means for determining a first network address; 
means for assigning a second network address; 



means for assigning 



means for correlatii g said first network address, said second network address, and 



said network 
means for recordin 



*3 

(New) Th( 



a network name; 



name; and 

said correlated first network address, said correlated second 



network ad Iress and said correlated network name in a table. 



3> 



apparatus defined in claim 3j$, wherein said first network 
address comprises a medifi access control (MAC) address. 

^fit. (New) The apparatus defined in claim ^Gfwherein said second network 



address comprises an Internet Protocol (IP) address. 



^8*. (New) llie apparatus defined in claim 3 wherein the means for 



assigning said network 



name comprises: 



means for detecting a network name conflict; 



means for reso 



ving said network name conflict; and 



j#r (New; 

suggested by said loc{al 



means for recording a code in said table to indicate said network name conflict. 

The apparatus defined in claim wherein said network name is 
device. 
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& (New) The Apparatus defined in claim 2y, wherein said predetermined 



period of time is varied. 



(New) An 



means for assignii 
means for assi 



t apparatus comprising: 

g an address to a local device on said network; 
ig a network name to said local device; 
means for supplying user and group information across said network; and 
means for determfining service capability of said local device including whether 
said local device is capable of providing configuration services to one or more remote 
devices of said networi 

means for providing configuration services to one or more devices of said 
network if configuration services are not provided by a network device having a higher 
priority than said local device; and 

means for operating as a client device to receive configuration services from a 
remote device if said remote device has a higher priority than said local device. 

(New) The apparatus defined in claim 30; wherein the means for 
group information comprises: 
■ < letecting when said local device is connected to said network; 
r sending a first user and group list to said local device in response to 
\ connecting to said network; 
said local device comparing said first user and group list with a second 
t resident on said local device; and 



supplying user anc 
means for 
means for 

said local device 
means foi 

user and group li ; 
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means for said lodal device determining whether said first user and group list or 
said second user and group list is more recent; 

means for receiving a more recent user and group list from said local device; 
means for updating said user and group information to reflect said more recent 

user and group list; and 

means for propagating said updated user and group information throughout said 



network. 



(New) 



Le apparatus defined in claim wherein a time-stamp is used to 
determine whether said first user and group list or said second user and group list is more 
recent. 

Jfi? (New) Tjhe apparatus defined in claim wherein means for updating 
said user and group information comprises means for recording said more recent user and 
group list in clear text. 

J&? (New) (The apparatus defined in claim 3^, wherein means for updating 
said user and group information comprises means for encrypting said user and group 
information prior to fransmission across said network. 

^3 I <& 

(New) The apparatus defined in claim^g; further compnsmg: 
means for < orrelating said network address and said network name; and 
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